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An exhortation to the taking of the Solemne 
League and Covenant for Reformation and defence of Reli- 
gion, the Honout and happineſſe of the King, and the 
Peace and ſafety of the three Kingdomes of 
FF England, Scotland, and Ireland. 


Fe power of Religion, or ſolid Reaſon, if Loyalty to the King, and piety to their 
Native Country, or love to theinſelves, and naturall affection to their poſterity, if the 
Ex ple of men touched with a deep ſenſe of all theſe, or extraordinary ſucceſſe from 
God thereupon, can awaken an embroyled bleeding remaant, to imbrace the ſove- 
raigne and onely meancs of their recovery, there can be no doubt bur this Solemne League 
and Covenant will finde, whereſoever it ſhall bee tendered, a people ready to entertaine it 
with all cheereſulneſſe and duty. 5 | 
And were it not commended to the Ki by the concurrent encouragement of the 
Honourable Houſes of Parliament, the Aſſembly of Divines, the renowned City of Lon- 


in this happy Bond, for putting an end to the preſent miſeries, and for faving 
and Ki 


ax mani ſeſtly included in that folemnie Proteftanon of May 5. 164. wherein the * 
Kiogdome ſtands ingaged untill dus day? The ſinfull whereof, doth (as we may 
juſtly feare ) open one floodgate the more to let in all theſe calamities upon the Kingdome, 
and caſt upon it a neceſſity of renewing Covenant, and of entring into this. 

If it be ſaid, che extirpation of Prelacy, to wit, the whole Hierarchicall Government 
(ſtanding, as yet, by the knone Lawes of che Ki is new, and unwarrantable: 
This will appeare to all impartial underſtandings, 1 new d! to be not onely warran- 
table, but nectſſary; if they conſider (to omit What ſome ſay, that this Government was 
never formally eſtabliſhed by any La wes of this Kingdome at all) that the very life and 
ſoule thereof is already taken from it by an AX paſſed this 22 Parliament, ſo as (like 
Fezabels Carcaſſe, of which no more was left but the skull, the fete, and the palmes of her 
hands ) nothing of juriſdiction temaines but what is precarious in them, and voluntary in 
thoſe vrho ſubamt unto them: that their whole Government is at beſt but a humane conſti- 
| tution, and ſuch as is found and adjudged by both Houſes of Parliament, ( in which, che 
| Judgement of the whole Kingdome is involved and Declared ) not onely very prejudiciall 

ty the Civill State bur a greachinderance alſo to the perfect Reformation of Religion; Vea, 
| whoknowethirnot to be too much an enemy thereunto, and deſtructive to the power of 

and pure adminiſtration of the Ordinances of Chriſt/which moved the well- af- 
ſectedialmoſt throughout this Kingdom, long ſince to Petition this Parliament (as hath been 


EZ defired before; even in the Reigne of Queen Elic eth and of King Jamer) for a totall abo- 


| lition of thi ame. Nor is any man hereby bonnd to ofter any violence to their perſons, 
but only in his place and calling, to indevour their extirpation in a lawfull way. 
And as for thoſe Clergy - men, who pretend that they ( above all others) cannot Cove- 
| nant to extixpate that Government, becauſe they have ( as they ſay ) taken a ſolemne Oath 
to obey the Biſhops, in licitiſ et honeſſis: they can tell, if they pleaſe, that they that have 
ſworn obedience to the Laws of the Land, are not thereby prohibited from indevouring 
by all lawfull meanes the abolition of thoſe Lawes, hen they prove inconvenient or miſ- 
chieyous. And if yet there ſhould any Oath be found, into which any Miniſters or others 
have entred, not warranted by the Laws of God and the Land, in this caſe, they muſt teach 
chemſelves and others, that ſuch Oathes call for repentance, not pertinacy in them. 
If it be pleaded that this Covenant croſſeth the Oaths of Supremacy and Allegrance ; 
there 
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